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The Puntledge River System  
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Photo Of The Comox Dam – October 13 (131.7 m) 
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2016/2017 Water Supply Year 
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2017/2018 Water Supply Year – To Date 
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2016/2017 Water Supply Year – To Date 
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Historical Records – Variations  

Shows 1984 to current month.  
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Flood Risk Management Considerations  

• Weather related issues that can cause downstream flooding: 

• Rainfall; 

• Snowmelt; 

• How much storage is available behind Comox dam; 

• Browns and Tsolum river peak flows; 

• High ocean tide; and 

• Ocean storm surge from high winds. 

 

• Most importantly, how the above issues all align…or not. 

 

• There can also be flooding of areas around the Comox Lake reservoir 
– cabin owners. 

 

• We consider dam safety, flood risk management, fish habitat, and the 
last few years, when possible, water turbidly issues with the CVRD 
domestic water supply. Much to balance. 
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New Puntledge River Public Warning System  

• Updated the CVRD Board in May 2017. 

 

• Individual siren system tests at the end of August. 

• Engaged with City of Courtenay, CVRD, and the Forbidden Plateau Residents 
Association. Appreciated local media and social media assistance in getting the 
word out. 

• Simulated siren system test in early September. 

• Full system test, using water, later this fall. Then the system will be fully operational. 
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Old Penstock and 25 Cycle Building Removals  

• FMI/K’omoks joint venture. On schedule and on budget; 

• All old penstock works removed with the exception of about a 230 metre section that has 
been left in place (too close to operating penstock) and filled with concrete; 

• Site restored and woody debris placement; 

• Demolition of 25 Cycle Building essentially complete; 

• Removing wood/concrete/steel off-site for recycling – complete early November.  

• ABC Recycling (steel), Pacific Woodwaste (brush/wood), and the local landfill 
(concrete). 

• No lost time accidents. Good safety audits; and 

• CVRD and DFO staff very good to deal with – good coordination.  
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Old Penstock and 25 Cycle Building Removals  
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Old Penstock and 25 Cycle Building Removals  
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Old Penstock and 25 Cycle Building Removals  
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Old Penstock and 25 Cycle Building Removals  
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Ongoing And Proposed Capital Projects  

• Puntledge Penstock Re-Coating Project. 

 

• Puntledge Flow Control Improvement Project. 

 

 

 

 

• BC Hydro continues our coordination work with the CVRD on your 
Comox Valley Water Treatment Project. 
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